WHAT FUTURE
For Young People in South Leytonstone? 

A Survey Showing:
· What young people think about the Cathall Estate and surrounding area in Leytonstone
· What they like and dislike about the area

· Whether they think the area is safe – and if it is unsafe, the reasons why

· What improvements young people would like and how they would make the area safer

· The positive activities they want to get involved in, and
· How young people can be supported to take a lead in developing a project that meets their needs.
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Summary of main Findings and Conclusions
1.
Introduction
1.1
Due to concerns about community safety in the Langthorne Park/Cathall Estate area, the ‘Cathall Community Safety Group’ was established by local residents and other stakeholders in November 2006.

1.2
It was recognised that young people have an important role to play in improving community safety and the Bettfer Neighbourhoods Initiative at Waltham Forest Council funded a project aimed at involving young people in a range of positive activities and diverting them away from crime and anti-social behaviour.
1.3
This Survey is intended to show:
· What young people think about the Cathall Estate and surrounding area in Leytonstone

· What they like and dislike about the area

· Whether they think the area is safe – and if it is unsafe, the reasons why

· What improvements young people would like and how they would make the area safer

· The positive activities they want to get involved in and 

· How young people can be supported to take a lead in developing a project aimed at meeting their needs.
2.
Main Findings from the Survey
2.1
From mid-December 2006, young people on the Cathall Estate, aged 14 and over, were approached and asked to complete the Survey Questionnaire (see Appendix 1, page 24). During the next 3 - 4 weeks, 105 Questionnaires were completed and the feedback received from young people is summarised below. Detailed feedback is shown in Section Four, from page 7 onwards.
2.2
Young people encountered on Cathall Estate:
*
30 young people (29%) stated that they live on the Cathall Estate
*
21 young people (20%) stated that they live in Leytonstone

*
11 young people (10%) stated that they live in ‘Thatched House’

*
Approximately 70% state that they live in some part of Leytonstone
*
Approximately 70% of young people encountered on the Cathall Estate do not live there and come to visit friends.
Conclusion: Although many young people live on the Cathall Estate and mix with their friends here, the situation is very fluid and young people move about a lot, some coming from Leyton, Walthamstow and Ilford to visit their friends. Any youth project for young people in the area should take account of this.

2.3
What do young people like about the area:
*
41 young people (39%) said that they like the area because of the people they know, or their friends live here
*
24 young people (23%) stated that there is nothing that they like about the area

*
10 young people (9%) said that they like the local parks

*
6 young people (6%) liked access to 24 hour food shops (Tescos, McDonalds)

Conclusion: The area seems to inspire some very positive - but also very negative -e feelings. Most young people feel positive about the area because they meet their friends here and Langthorne Park is seen as a nice place to hang out, but there is also frustration at the lack of youth activities and facilities in the area.

2.4
What do young people dislike about the area:
*
59 young people (56%) complain because there is nothing to do/nowhere to go/a lack of youth facilities

*
24 young people (23%) said that they don’t like the high levels of crime, shootings, stabbings, muggings, robberies, fights and conflict with other estates etc

*
21 young people (20%) state that they don’t like harassment by the police.


Conclusion: There are many more negative perceptions about the area amongst young people, than positive perceptions. Many concerns are also voiced about the lack of things to do, places to go. Although young people do have some positive feelings, (see above) the widespread deep-seated negative views voiced during the Survey paint a bleak picture of the area for young people
Many young people from the Cathall area are involved in conflicts with young people from other areas and there is much concern about high levels of crime, gang conflict, with guns and knives being carried – and used. 
This is a very serious, deep-seated and complex problem which cannot be tackled effectively unless young people are at the heart of efforts to devise and implement local solutions to these problems.


2.5
Do young people think that the area is safe:
YES




40
(38%)

NO




38
(36%)

DON’T KNOW/SOMETIMES
21
(20%)

NO ANSWER



6
  (6%)

Conclusion: Most young people believe that the area is unsafe, sometimes depending on where you are and who you are with. This is mainly because of conflicts between young people from other areas, notably the Beaumont Estate and Oliver Close. This is a very complicated issue and it is very difficult to find meaningful solutions, but young people do have many ideas, including suggestions that events and activities should be held, to bring together young people from different areas.

2.6
What improvements do young people want to see:
*
67 young people (64%) want to see more youth activities in the area


*
34 young people (32%) would like a Youth Centre/somewhere to chill

*
16 young people (15%) state that they want a better service from the police

*
11 young people (10%) would like to see environmental improvements

Conclusion: Many young people have positive ideas for ways to improve the area. These ideas can be worked up into a Plan with Recommendations for further discussion – and implementation.

2.7
Are there any activities that young people would like to part in:
YES


52 (50%)

NO 


50 (48%)


NO ANSWER
 
3    (2%)

The most popular suggestions are sports; music/singing [performing arts] workshops/events; and dance.

Conclusion: Young people are enthusiastic about a wide range of positive activities, in which they would get involved. 

2.8
About the young people who took part in this Survey:

*
32% of young people were aged 15

*
19% were aged 16


*
16% were aged 14


*
14% were aged 17


*
43% were female


*
53% were male


*
4% gave no details


*
16% described their ethnicity as Mixed Race


*
16% described their ethnicity as White


*
12% described their ethnicity as Black Caribbean


*
10% described their ethnicity as Black


*
9% described their ethnicity as Caribbean


*
6% described their ethnicity as Asian


*
5% described their ethnicity as Black African

Conclusion: Questionnaires were completed by young people from many different geographical areas; a wide range of ages; an evenly balanced mix of males and females; and a diverse range of ethnic backgrounds. 

Whilst it is not clear whether many young people who are involved in conflict and crime participated in this Survey, a successful youth project would aim to involve them over the longer term in tackling these serious issues, so that the area is made safer for all.

2.9
Did young people want to get involved in developing this project:
*
8 young people gave their name with no contact details

*
33 young people gave their name and contact details.
Conclusion: A sufficient number of young people stated that they want to be involved in taking their ideas forward and a Steering Group of young people should be set up to develop a Youth Project in the area.

Recommendations for Action
3.1
This Survey has provided enough information to enable young people to put together a Plan for the development of a Youth Project in South Leytonstone. Such a project could not only involve young people in a range of positive activities, but it could also lead to significant reductions in gang conflict and to improvements in community safety for all residents. With this in mind, the following recommendations are made:
1.
Young people should be supported to develop their own Youth Project – which should be as open and inclusive as possible, aimed at breaking down barriers and conflicts between different groups, rather than reinforcing them.

2.
A sufficient number of young people stated that they want to be involved in taking their ideas forward and a Steering Group of young people should be set up to develop a Youth Project in the area. It is intended that Steering Group meetings will take place on a weekly basis, supported by the Community Action Team, until a viable ‘Development Plan’ has been put together.

3.
As part of the project, young people should consider ways of addressing conflicts between different estates and of improving community safety. 

4.
With appropriate support from relevant agencies, attempts should be made to identify key individuals involved in conflicts with other estates and some mediation work should be carried out, so that young people ein conflict can talk to each other about the underlying reasons for the conflicts and so that the estates are made safer for all young people.
5.
It is essential that, if young people do put together a viable Development Plan for a Youth Project, sufficient funding should be provided for the project to be sustainable in the long term.
6.
Many young people made suggestions about the general improvements they would like to see in the area and young people should be supported to put together a Plan showing the improvements they want and how these improvements can be brought about.

7.
The London Borough of Waltham Forest and the Local Strategic Partnership should consider how local communities – including young people - can work with statutory service providers and organisations from the voluntary, community and faith sectors, to develop holistic solutions to the issues highlighted in this Report.

Feedback from the Survey
4.1
105 questionnaires were completed by young people, mostly on and around the Cathall Estate. Some questions were not answered by young people; and figures showing percentages have been rounded up or down to nearest decimal point.

CAT is an independent non profit-making organisation, delivering a range of community projects, including the Leyton & Leytonstone Summer Programme for 8 – 13 year olds. We are also aiming to work with older teenagers and this Questionnaire aims to find out the concerns, problems and priorities of young people in Leytonstone and what improvements they would like to see in the area. This Questionnaire is completely CONFIDENTIAL: we are not asking for your name, address or any personal details unless you wish to give them – AND INFORMATION ABOUT YOU WILL NOT BE PASSED TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR ORGANISATION.
WE WILL NOT ASK YOU FOR YOUR ADDRESS OR YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS.
1. Please tell us the area or estate where you usually:
  a) Hang out with your mates



b) Live
· Everywhere




Leytonstone
· Cathall/Walthamstow/Stratford


Acacia Road
· Leyton/Walthamstow/Thatched House

Wanstead Flats
· Cathall/Leytonstone/E11



Granleigh Road
· Leytonstone/Leyton/Walthamstow


Leytonstone
· Thatched House




Wanstead Flats
· ‘Wanstead Estate’




Walthamstow
· Leyton (near Bingo Gala)



Leytonstone (Cathall)
· Leytonstone




Leytonstone, Cathall
· Cathall/Thatched House



Cathall
· Cathall





Selby Road
· Cathall





Cathall Estate, bang bang, nuffink long
· Cathall/Leytonstone



Granleigh Road
· Leytonstone/Cathall/Leyton


Cathall
· Cathall





Leytonstone
· Beaumont





Beaumont
· Leyton





Beaumont Estate
· Leyton Grange




Walthamstow

· Walthamstow




Leyton
· Leyton Grange




Leyton Grange
· Leyton





Walthamstow
· Cathall





Leyton

· Cathall





Cathall

· Leytonstone




Thatched House
· Cathall





Leytonstone
· Langthorne





Leyton
· Walthamstow




Walthamstow
· Walthamstow/Leytonstone



Walthamstow

· Leytonstone




Leytonstone
· Stratford/Leytonstone



Ilford

· Stratford/Leytonstone



Ilford

· Cathall





Leytonstone
· Cathall





Leytonstone

· Cathall





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall

· Nowhere





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall
· Cathall





Cathall

· Walthamstow/Stratford



Leytonstone
· Cathall





Merchant Road

· Walthamstow




Cann Hall Road

· Leytonstone




Cathall

· The streets




Wanstead Flats
· The street





Cann Hall Road

· Internet Café




Leytonstone

· Any parks or playgrounds



Acacia Road
· Cyber cafes all over



Acacia Road
· My mates house




Cathall

· The roads





Thatched House

· My house





Leytonstone

· My boyfriends




Leytonstone
· Anywhere but here




Lascelles close
· Everywhere




Leytonstone

· Leytonstone 




Cathall
· Beaumont





Wanstead Flats
· Cathall





Norman Road

· Anywhere





Wanstead Flats
· Everywhere




Leytonstone
· Leytonstone




Leytonstone

· Walthamstow/Leyton



Cann Hall Road
· Leyton/Walthamstow



Thatched House
· Stow/Leyton/Stratford



Leytonstone

· Cyber cafes/coffee shops



Leytonstone
· The Roads





Wanstead Flats

· O.C. (Oliver Close)




Cathall
· Shisha Houses




Harrow Road
· Shopping centres




Cathall

· Where the girls are



Thatched House

· Wherever the guys are



Cathall
· Leytonstone




Cathall
· Anywhere





Cann Hall road

· Beaumont





Thatched House

· Cathall Estate




Cathall Estate
· Langthorne Park




Leytonstone
· Oliver Close




Oliver Close
· At my house with friends



Cathall Estate
· Cathall





Cathall
· Chill with my mate Rebecca


Cathall

· Leyton, friends




Leytonstone

· Stow/Leyton




Leytonstone

· The roads





Thatched House
· Anywhere





Cann Hall

· Beaumont





Beaumont

· Beaumont





Leyton

· Cathall





Leyton

· Langthorne





Thatched House
· Langthorne, friend’s house



Avenue Estate

· Oliver Close




Oliver Close

· Friends in Leyton and Leytonstone


Wanstead
· Wanstead Flats




Leytonstone

· Wanstead Flats




Leytonstone
· Cathall





Thatched House

· My girl’s house




Cathall
· Friends all over, not on road


Cathall

· Beaumont





Beaumont
· Friend’s house




Thatched House

· Oliver Close




Leyton
· Thatched House/Walthamstow


Thatched House

· Cathall





Langthorne
· Oliver Close




Oliver Close

· Cathall





Just outside Cathall, Norman Rd

· Mostly at friends in Leyton


Thatched House

*
30 young people (29%) stated that they live on the Cathall Estate

*
21 young people (20%) stated that they live in Leytonstone
*
11 young people (10%) stated that they live in ‘Thatched House’

*
Approximately 70% state that they live in some part of Leytonstone.

Conclusion: Although many young people live on the Cathall Estate and mix with their friends here, the situation is very fluid and young people move about a lot, some coming from Leyton, Walthamstow and Ilford to visit their friends. Any youth project for young people in the area should take account of this.

2. What are the good things about this area – what do you like about the area?
· This is where all my friends live – I live in Leytonstone and I like nothing about the area
· I know a lot of people and it is easy to meet people, the cyber café

· Nothing, that’s why I look elsewhere for fun
· I know a lot of people and people are well known in my area and it is a big area

· Tescos and Mcdonalds are 24 hours
· The people I know live at Thatched House, it has the potential to do a lot i.e. grass areas, local buildings, space
· All of my friends live here, it is good because my school peeps live here
· Sense of community, quiet and relaxing; lots of access to shops, I get along well with people of all ages

· Community feel, quiet, direct access to transport + shops and services

· It’s where I live – my manor
· It is local, got friends, Defendin Da Hood events

· It has to be said dat my yard is showa, nuttink else really

· Nothing really, there ain’t nothing interesting in Cathall but just roads and houses and people dat I know, gals and mandem

· Do not like my area, not much to do
· Lots of fun people
· The people, the community centre’s chill out zones
· My friends live really close
· Nothing

· Well it’s all I know, I won’t lie and say it’s great cause it ain’t, but it’s home
· Friendly people
· It’s where all my friends live
· Nothing, the people
· I like the people, everything I need is close by

· Most of the flats have been knocked down and the area looks nicer
· The park, when it’s not cold
· There are a lot of parks to hang out in
· Nothing
· Nice people

· Nice friends

· Mates and friends
· The park, the people and it’s quiet

· The park, we always go there to relax, play football and basketball
· The park is close to my house, church on Sunday, playing with my mates

· Nothing
· Football training, jamming with friends
· Nothing
· The park, shops, the library
· I know quite a lot of people on the estate, but there’s not really anything else
· You can just chill out, I like the place

· 24 hour McDonalds and Tesco, free overhead trains
· Nothing – it is going down the drain every day

· You can get food 24 hours

· It’s where I live, there is nothing good, but it’s home

· The people are friendly
· Nothing

· A lot of internet cafes – cheap, nothing else really apart from Tesco and McDonalds being 24 hours

· I know all the people, my family lives up here, easy access to west/central London
· Internet access is easy and cheap, the area has a lot of police
· Police ain’t hard to find, as is the fire station

· Nothing, the whole area is dead

· 24 hour Tescos and McDonalds

· I know everyone, nice looking boys
· There are a lot of places to do sport, as well as the leisure centre
· Nothing at all

· All my people are local, I can get to other areas easily and it’s not too trashy, quite tidy
· McDonalds and Tescos 24 hours, quite close
· Nothing, except for 24 hour McDonalds

· I know everyone and where everything is
· Nothing, only the fact that the police can be seen visually
· Nothing, the whole area has nothing to give or attract others to come

· Good schools, quite tidy, emergency services are close
· Always get food, I know people, 24 hour McDonalds
· Nothing, it has nothing to do or offer

· Nothing
· It looks like there are no problems, Tescos/McDonalds 24 hours, no litter problems

· It’s very well built but not maintained or looked after by those in it
· Nothing apart from my house
· My people are here, 24 McDonalds

· I can make money easy and not spend it cos there ain’t nothing worth buying

· Nothing, that’s why I am never here
· I know a lot of people
· No explosions, plenty of shops to eat at, plenty of police

· It’s well known and is where I’m from

· I like the look of the area, much improved from when the flats were up
· The park, it is a nice place to chill, innit
· During the summer there are lots of parks to hang out
· Internet café, Stratford shopping centre

· Cathall leisure centre, I like to go swimming
· My friends and the area
· Not very busy like areas to attract people to shop

· McDonalds/Tesco 24 hours

· Nothing except the structure
· Nothing

· I have a lot of friends, internet café and food shops are local, parks everywhere, chill out zones

· Nothing

· It is quiet, not a lot of trouble

· The people and food shops
· There are a lot of things close to me that I need, food, internet café, park, transport

· Not much, the people

· Lots of places outdoors to hang out in the summer
· Not a lot, the people

· Nothing
· I know most people, I feel at home

· I know everyone, my friends and family are here
· I get along with everyone, places to hang out in the summer

· Nothing
· A mixture of people and races, don’t feel excluded

· Nothing
· My friends live close, I can catch a bus to most areas

· A lot of people involved in dance and drama, so I know of events going on
· It is close to a lot of places, everything I need is here

· I like the people, it feels like home

· The people, my friends are local, all areas are easy to get to
*
41 young people (39%) said that they like the area because of the people they know, or their friends live her
*
24 young people (23%) stated that there is nothing that they like about the area

*
10 young people (9%) said that they like the local parks

*
6 young people (6%) liked access to 24 hour food shops (Tescos, McDonalds)

Conclusion: The area seems to inspire some very positive - but also very negative feelings. Most young people feel positive about the area because they meet their friends here and Langthorne Park is seen as a nice place to hang out, but there is also frustration at the lack of youth activities and facilities in the area.
3. What are the bad things about this area – what do you dislike about the area?
· Everything closes early, because of crime/a lot of robberies, shootings, stabbings, fights, smoking drugs in blocks of flats – there are no activities
· There is nothing to do, high crime – the youth centre is no use, there is nothing inside that is interesting

· Poor housing maintenance, graffiti, litter, crime, use of space, police response/aggravation, no community events, like fund raisers or parties in the park
· The park closes too early; we need more youth clubs (age 12 – 18); when people have their dogs with no leads; the green area is not being used in a respectful way; organise trips for youths
· Alcoholics and crack addicts don’t get hassle but a bunch of youths outside a park get police aggravation; when there’s nowhere to go but we’re not allowed to stay at the park
· No activities or no notification of them, crime, anti-social behaviour, litter

· Nothing really
· Too much crime/anti-social behaviour; being frequently stopped by police; a lot of drug abuse; a lot of people asking for money
· Anti-social behaviour
· Other people coming around and doing shit; nuffin to do, no activities; people have no idea of how to relate to us

· Nothing to do, no activities, youth centre not being used

· Der is nowhere to jam accept da park and da church, da youth centre is closed to da public, da park is weak it really for yungas, not much events take place accept ppl getting shot up

· Youth Centre is not for teen ages, which the majority of us are (13 – 17 years); Green area is not being used appropriately (it’s the dogs toilet); Langthorne Park closes too early and there is nothing in this park to interest us teens; man dem – stand or sit in this area in big groups and are out to intimidate others; dogs – these are let off leads to run wild; noise – noise made is too loud especially at night.
· Not much to do, friends do not live in the area
· No late night youth club
· The crime rate, too much confrontation with other estates, the hygiene in the area, it’s dirty
· So much fight
· Nothing to do for young people, no activities, nothing recreational

· Crime, violence
· Criminals
· Too much crime
· There is too much crime, don’t feel safe late by myself
· The police harassing us when we’re minding our own business, can’t be at peace in my own area

· Not enough things to do for young people, that’s why we hang about
· The crime is too bad
· Nowhere indoors to hang out, no activities to do
· Police
· Dangerous sometimes

· Sometimes boring, nowhere to go when it’s cold
· We get harassed by the police, they stop us cos of the way we’re dressed

· The police, everyday they search young people cos they got their hoods up
· Nothing – but the police are rude

· It’s messy, lots of litter
· Stabbings, gun shots

· Gun shots – three weeks ago
· People hanging around at the entrance to the park, it’s intimidating
· Never anything to do
· Graffiti

· Nothing to do or places to go, crime is high, there are two youth centres, but nothing being done with them
· Nothing to keep youth off the street, so we do dumb things to pass the time by

· Every place for use of kids isn’t used, police are always running us away from place to place, nosey neighbours

· Too much kids, not enough things to do or places to be within our own space
· It’s a bit boring, there is no activities about

· No activities, no youth entertainment, no trips, no workshops

· Nothing to do except chill on the roadside in an estate

· Nothing in the central area to make kids want to stay around here or come, if you don’t live here
· Nothing to do except cyber cafes, nowhere to just chill
· A lot of crime, gangs, group of people looking for trouble

· Nothing ever happens, unless a crime is committed, nothing gets organised

· Nothing for the man dem. If there is something its nothing dat my type of person would want to do

· Nowhere to go, everywhere closes early
· Everything closes early, nothing happens or is held in this area
· The youth don’t get catered for but get blamed for all the crime cos we are on corners and chilling in big groups

· Nothing to keep us occupied, that’s why we go other places, nothing to attract outside people
· Nothing to do, everything closed by eight so after that there ain’t nothing
· EVERYTHING = police do their job but at the wrong time, no activities for us, nowhere to go

· As a youth you can’t just be, without the police spoiling it, there ain’t nowhere that we are allowed to be
· Too much police coming about the wrong things or less important things, nowhere to go and chill til late, no outside girls come to the area
· Nothing makes people from other areas want to come to Leytonstone, so it’s the same old people every day

· Nothing to do, the park and youth centre close too early, space is not used, too much crime
· Nothing to do, go or nowhere to hang out without harassment, free from the police
· Schools are rubbish, police response is varied depending on estate, ethnicity is black balled by them, the youth centre is never open

· It has no attraction, everywhere has an attraction, only McDonalds and maybe Matalan
· There is a lot of problems, youth centres ain’t got no youth, nothing is ever organised

· No one seems to care what the youths are doing until someone is hurt or robbed or shot at
· Police only suspect ethnicity in certain clothes, all races and types aren’t made to feel welcome in youth centres, youth centres are rubbish anyway
· No gal, no activities, no mind stimulation

· Too much police and not enough things to do

· It’s dead, everything and anything in the area ain’t worth going to or trying out, there’s always shows and stuff in other areas like Stratford and Hackney
· Nothing to do, a lot of crime, no use of the centres they have
· Thugs everywhere, nothing for youth to do, shootings, no organised events

· Nothing to do, police are always about making it look like a troubled place, no youth interest

· The graffiti
· The park shuts early
· Nothing to do during the winter
· Litter and immigrants
· Older kids and Langthorne Park
· Nothing to do for my age
· A lot of division and tension between races and different areas

· Nothing to do, shooting, stabbings etc

· Nothing organised for the youth, it’s totally dead
· No care taken into account what the youths want to do

· Area is not well maintained, all projects that start do not continue

· The divide between the other areas, more conflict between the estates

· The trouble happens with people from other areas, police harass people that are regularly in the area and not looking for trouble

· The look of the area, dirty, lots of graffiti, parks not maintained
· The police assume that you are a trouble maker, if you hang around outside with your friends

· There is no trust, of the police, of other areas

· It is not safe at night, there is nothing to do and the boys in the area cause trouble because of it
· Boring, got a bad reputation, police and other areas don’t like people from the area, can’t hang around outside without some sort of trouble starting

· Everything
· Not a lot to do, boring

· Nothing to do for youths but have babies with girls and get money with the olders
· The conflict with other areas, people are paranoid and hostile towards unfamiliar areas
· The litter and rubbish and graffiti, the trouble makers and olders getting youngers into trouble
· The different races stay more or less divided

· The crime rates, people in the area can be rude, police don’t help, making everyone on edge
· The lack of things to do, only go to people’s houses when its cold

· Not enough things happening locally
· There is too much tension between unfamiliar faces, often leads to conflict

· There are people that start trouble with other areas and it gets the whole area involved

· Nowhere to go
*
59 young people (56%) complain because there is nothing to do/nowhere to go/lack of youth facilities

*
24 young people (23%) said that they don’t like the high levels of crime, shootings, stabbings, muggings, robberies, fights and conflict with other estates etc
*
21 young people (20%) state that they don’t like harassment by the police.
Conclusion: There are many more negative perceptions about the area amongst young people, than positive perceptions. Young people are very concerned about high levels of crime, gang conflict, guns and knives. Many concerns are also voiced about the lack of things to do, places to go. Although young people do have positive feelings about the area (see above), the negative views voiced here paint a bleak picture of the area for young people.
4. Do you think this area is safe?

YES




40
(38%)
NO




38
(36%)
DON’T KNOW/SOMETIMES
21
(20%)
NO ANSWER


6
  (6%)
If ‘No’, why is the area unsafe and what do you think should be done to make the area safer?

· Shootings, fights – there should be more police and more things for us to do and to step in and prevent only negative thinking
· Crime, too much shootings/robberies/fights – there should be more places for the kids to hang out
· Because people from different areas come down to Cathall just to start something then next thing you know Cathall and some next ends are at war, they just start hating each other, therefore its not safe for anyone and people will be scared of what is going to happen
· Too many robberies, raids, shootings, find something for the kids to do, keep them occupied
· I would like the prices of stuff to go down; I want more street dance centres
· More police around the area; more sport facilities
· Everything – crimewise; shootings, stabbings
· Because if ur a boy form outta da ende u have 95% chance of getting wrapped; der is a beef ting going atmo; if you shud give day outs suffink to do to keep dem off da streets
· Increase in crime lately – shootings, stabbings, fights, muggings; everybody seems to want to fight someone – bullying, intimidating; Cathall = WAR ZONE – this is because the clashes they have with other estates; to make the area safer more police obviously, but this is already happening and there is still no improvements – what else can be done then?
· Lot of trouble .eg. fights
· More events aimed at uniting the different areas
· Crime, drugs, stabbings, guns, robbery
· Because of the pointless ongoing feud between Beaumont and O.C
· Lock up the criminals, target known crack heads, alcoholics, clear up the streets
· There is a lot of violence with people from other areas, police are hardly there when you need them

· More police, keep the police station open all night and all day
· Too many robberies, nothing for people to do so they cause trouble
· No lights in some places around the area
· A warm place to hang out
· I can’t walk out on my own, sometimes I get hassle from young people, there’s a lot of crime, stabbings
· It’s usually safe, but some boys carry knives

· It’s not safe, if you come here and you’re not from the area
· Because of gun shots, little kids can’t come here, they get intimidated – give teenagers a place to go
· It’s mostly safe, but it depends who you are and where you are
· Lots of gangs hanging around and police coming on to the estate, they scare them off and sometimes take them away

· Crime, shootings, stabbings, fights, mugging, arsonist, you name it

· Nothing ever happened to me but I’ve seen some things, so it depends

· Depends where you are, who you know
· Depends of what part of this area you live
· Not enough action being taken against thugs and vandals, muggers
· Nothing happened to me, but others I’m not sure

· If you live and rep on the estate - no; if you live and [alive?] – yes
· Depends on who you hang with
· Robberies, fights, shootings, vandalism

· Depends on who you know and who you hang out with
· Depends on who you know and who you associate with
· Depends on your estate/colour/ and reason for calling the police
· Because we have nothing to enjoy so we create our own fun, whether legal or not
· Depends on your ethnicity, cos police don’t protect the people they believe to be causing the problems
· Shootings, robbing etc
· Too much thugs and not enough space for them and also not enough activities to keep them off the road

· Too many weird people on a hype like crack heads and dat
· Because of the older kids
· The youths think they’re hot
· Not enough police equality, we get the blame so why not do anyway

· The different areas should be encouraged to mix more
· Safe for me, not for some
· It is not that safe because I know things happen, but I don’t feel threatened

· Groups of troublemakers hang out on the streets, should be more for young people to do
· Provide places for people to chill indoors, keep us off the streets, police doing their job

· More police doing their jobs, bringing Asians and Blacks together somehow
· Depends on who you know
· Knock down the flats [on Beaumont] have security around the estate, things for young people to do
· Truce between the crews
· Events that bring people together from different areas, dance, plays, talks etc
· Safe, but other areas come here and its not safe to be from this area

Conclusion: Most young people do not believe that the area is safe, because of conflicts between young people from other areas, notably the Beaumont Estate and Oliver Close. This is a very complicated issue and it is very difficult to find meaningful solutions, but young people do have many ideas, including suggestions that events and activities should be held, to bring together young people from different areas.
5. What improvements would you like to see in this area?
· More workshops, organised trips, youth programmes
· More use of the youth centre, less police aggravation, more organised activities, go karts, trips to the seaside, workshops, arts and crafts
· More of this – visual evidence showing that someone is trying to do something, all-day BBQs, indoor football tournament, workshops

· More youth clubs; the park to close a bit later; the green area to actually mean something not just for fun and people to make their dogs mess on the grass; more bins in Cathall to put your litter in
· Police doing something about the adult drug use in the street; more activities organised; workshops and opportunities to learn anything new, via the youth centre
· More activities, like organised trips, paint balling, studio workshops, raves, arts and crafts

· Improved lighting in certain areas to provide a better sense of security
· A studio, no police aggravation, paint balling, trips organised, get youth workers that can relate

· A local studio, anything to do with music, seminars, workshops etc, training

· Trips, competitions, big events, performances in da park, activities
· Knife bins, litter bins, better youth club, more estate events like Defendin Da Hood but once a month and for the community to get involved by showing talents (dancing, singing, MCing, Acting), amusements for majority of teens, seating area (plot benches around the estate), take off all graffiti, clean up litter, estate meetings
· Things for a teenager to do, trips, paint balling, sea side, go carting
· More stuff at night/evenings
· More facilities, nicer play areas, community centre used more
· More stuff to do, it is cold in the park
· More parks events

· Less crime, drugs, stabbings, guns, robbery!

· Youth Clubs
· Not much really, the area itself is alright
· More public phone boxes, you know you can make an emergency call
· Places for us to go in the evenings after school, youth club

· Use of the Epicentre and Nexus Centre for young people, after school
· More stuff to do
· More youth clubs, meetings for local youths to discuss changes in the area
· To see less police in the area
· More streetlights

· More activities, trips, visiting places, football training

· More places to relax
· I would like the estate to be bigger

· Football training
· Everything – football on a grass pitch

· Improve the church, get the bad people kicked out
· More things to do
· Improve the park, provide a shelter, remove the graffiti

· More interesting youth projects, more activities, any activities
· More things to do, later park closing, and shops, a club that does something

· A place for us to hang out, something new to go to

· More activities, a chill out place for everyone, to just be youth
· More youth activities like sport activities, sports competition

· More everything for youth and its centres, cos anything right now is an improvement

· More organised events, youths centres open, paint balling, go karting

· Just more of the youth centre or a brand new building to hold shows and stuff
· More space for youth activities and internet access is youth centres
· More police, better use of youth centre, a place where one type of person doesn’t dominate

· More organised events like parties, shows, competitions etc

· Anything and everything, just give us more
· New buildings, parks, shops, youth centres, organised events, workshops, activities properly advertised
· Later opening times, a new building to hold events and shows, or just to chill
· A place that we can see friends from all over Waltham Forest without the locals complaining

· New shops and buildings, a youth centre that actually caters for youth, with activities til late
· Less police, it is over the top, things that go on until at least 11.00 pm for youth
· A brand new Leytonstone. New everything, especially youth centre, new organisers, people that will actually do something for us

· Designated place be just chill for the youth open til late
· Just something new that will bring outside people like a roller skating place or kids club open from after school til about midnight
· More shops, attractions like a shopping city, or complex like Asda in Leyton

· More everything, activities, events, competitions, police, later closing times for more mature youth
· More places for youth to hang out and activities like late night games, matches
· Police equality, an open youth centre actually doing youth projects and such

· Just something new to go or see, a place to chill or a new club

· More active people running the youth centres, organised events for young people and their family to enjoy
· Less police, they do nothing anyway, more things to gain our interest away from thug passion
· More police equality, youth equality and an interest taken in the running of youth centres
· Less police, more organised trips, real world experiences, like army training for a day or gun ranges

· A new youth studio, music events, trips like paint balling, go karting, rifle shooting

· Shows, events, competitions, trips, sales, fund raisers
· More activities like paint balling, go karting, arts and craft, football

· More organised events, like competitions, shows, trips, weekends

· Less police, more street cleaners, more youth interest showed by the youth centre

· Cleaner environment, less litter
· Some place or café that we can go to, make music, like a music/internet/play consoles café
· More activities, youth clubs during winter
· Less weird people, somewhere for my age to go and socialise with other young people
· More activities to do during the winter
· Less young people aged 13 and under on the streets
· Events put on to mark cultural differences e.g. black history month, that would be on display somewhere

· More youth events, trips, workshops, police equality cos it ain’t always the youth

· New youth centre and youth workers that can relate to us and will listen, not dictate
· More questionnaires like this to see what we want, more organised events

· More to do, after school projects

· More events for the different estates to mix e.g. encouraging them to do activities together

· Police knowing who is not going to cause trouble, relaying information form stop and searches to other police, knowing who is local
· Make the area look nicer, shopping centre and tidiness

· Police to be trained on how to interact with the youths, see them make a real effort to know the young people

· An effort to join the different estates and unite them, try and bring them together on trips
· Open a youth club locally, my older sister used to go to [Ladders?] parties, needs to be parties arranged for our age group

· Activities not just in summer but in winter, trips to places

· Events catering for both cultures, getting Blacks and Asians together, music and dancing events
· Constant schemes to get involved in, offering trips on weekends, paid work for young people e.g. helping to arrange activities

· More activities, so the youth don’t have to grow up so quick
· More shops local, nearest place is Stratford or Walthamstow, more provided in the area
· Knocking down the flats, bringing us together with Oliver Close and Cathall, making us welcome there

· More multicultural events bringing people in the area together 

· Activities for the people to do, get them off the streets
· A youth club opening for people our age

· More events to do with dance and drama
· More trips and visits arranged for young people

· Police knowing who’s from the area and not harassing them

· More things to do, cinema, roller skating local
*
67 young people (64%) want to see more youth activities in the area

*
34 young people (32%) would like a Youth Centre/somewhere to chill
*
16 young people (15%) state that they want a better service from the police

*
11 young people (10%) would like to see environmental improvements

Conclusion: Many young people have positive ideas for ways to improve the area. These ideas can be worked up into a Plan with Recommendations for further discussion – and implementation.

6. Are there any activities or projects that you would like to get involved in: 
YES


52 (50%)
NO 


50 (48%)

NO ANSWER
 3    (2%)
[This question may have been interpreted in different ways: either viewed as asking whether there are any existing activities that young people in which would like to participate, or whether there are any new activities that they would like to help develop…]

If ‘Yes’, please give details:
· Anything
· Street dancing, singing, drama
· Trips to theme parks
· Dancing, drama, sports
· Football
· Residential trips to places, group outings
· MC’ing
· More performing arts activities

· Performing arts activities and youth centres
· Dance battles
· Usually stuff like archery/horseback riding
· Training and workshops, drama, dance, film editing
· Residential, to do group activities

· Acting, song writing workshops with professionals, trips to places during breaks
· Boxing and stuff like football
· Music production workshops, other workshops teaching skills

· Music, to have a studio in Leytonstone
· More youth centres

· Arts and graffiti projects

· Football, basketball
· Football in the park, trips, ice skating, youth club in the park

· Pool, football

· Somewhere for jamming, playing pool and somewhere for sports, football
· Football, basketball, badminton, ice skating
· Sports
· Sports, music, events

· Sports activities
· Safety campaigns
· Different Theme Nights at the youth centre for elder youth members
· Holding events and competitions
· Martial arts
· DJ workshops
· Vocal training, paint balling
· Dance and singing
· Activities like rock climbing and bike riding and swimming and stuff
· Acting, dancing, writing, making movies
· Into drawing, would like to do artwork for black history month that would be on display somewhere

· Sport, athletics training
· Go karting, rock climbing

· DJ’ing workshops, music production training and studio time

· Rock climbing, archery, sailing, drama
· Traditional [Asian] Dancing and singing lessons
· Go karting, trips to theme parks

· Street dance classes, studio time – singing, producing
· Drama and dance, singing workshops, filming and editing

· Different sports, fencing, boxing, athletics

· Dance classes, drama workshops
· Paint balling, quaser, go-karting

· Drama, local youth theatre, putting on productions, dance
The most popular suggestions are:
Sports (16)

Music/singing [performing arts] workshops/events (15)
Dance (11)

Conclusion: Young people are enthusiastic about a wide range of positive activities, in which they would get involved. They should be supported to develop their own youth projects – which should be as inclusive as possible, aimed at breaking down barriers and conflicts between different groups, rather than reinforcing them.
7. (i) 
Please tell us your age:


	Age
	11
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	none given

	No.
	1
	5
	17
	34
	20
	15
	3
	2
	2
	6

	%
	1%
	5%
	16%
	32%
	19%
	14%
	3%
	3%
	2%
	5%


   (ii) 
Your Gender: 
Female
45
(43%)
Male

56
(53%)
No answer
 5
 (4%)
   (iii) Your Ethnicity:

African


3(3%)

Asian



6(6%)

Black



11(10%)
Black African


5(5%)

Black British


3(3%)

Black Caribbean

13(12%)

Black Caribbean British
2(2%)

British Asian


1 (1%)

British (White)

1 (1%)

Caribbean


10(9%)

Half Cast


1 (1%)

Indian



3(3%)

Lithuanian


1 (1%)

Mixed



1 (1%)
Mixed Race


17(16%)
Mixed Race Black & White
1 (1%)

Mixed up


1 (1%)

Pakistani


2(2%)

Polish



1 (1%)

Turkish


2(2%)

White



17(16%)
White British


1 (1%)

No information given

2(2%)
Conclusion: Questionnaires were completed by young people from many different geographical areas; a wide range of ages; an evenly balanced mix of males and females; and a diverse range of ethnic backgrounds. Whilst it is not clear whether many young people who are involved in conflict and crime participated in this Survey, a successful youth project would aim to involve them over the longer term in tackling these serious issues, so that the area is made safer for all.

8. If you want to get involved, please give your contact details: 
   NAME; TEL. NO.; E-MAIL:
· 8 young people gave their name with no contact details
· 33 young people gave their name and contact details
Conclusion: A sufficient number of young people stated that they want to be involved in taking their ideas forward and a Steering Group of young people should be set up to develop a Youth Project in the area.




[APPENDIX 1]

PO Box 7229, London E7 0SH, Tel. 020-8555-4449: ww@communityactionteam.com

WHAT FUTURE For Young People in Leytonstone?
CAT is an independent non profit-making organisation, delivering a range of community projects, including the Leyton & Leytonstone Summer Programme for 8 – 13 year olds. We are also aiming to work with older teenagers and this Questionnaire aims to find out the concerns, problems and priorities of young people in Leytonstone and what improvements they would like to see in the area. This Questionnaire is completely CONFIDENTIAL: we are not asking for your name, address or any personal details unless you wish to give them – AND INFORMATION ABOUT YOU WILL NOT BE PASSED TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR ORGANISATION.

WE WILL NOT ASK YOU FOR YOUR ADDRESS OR YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS.
1. Please tell us the area or estate where you usually:
  a) Hang out with your mates.......................................... …………………. …………………………………………………

    b) Live……………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What are the good things about this area – what do you like about the area?
3. What are the bad things about this area – what do you dislike about the area?
4. Do you think this area is safe?
YES


NO

DON’T KNOW

    If ‘No’, why is the area unsafe and what do you think should be done to make the area 

   safer?

5. What improvements would you like to see in this area?
6. Are there any activities or projects that you would like to get involved in: YES/NO 

If ‘Yes’, please give details:

7. (i) 
Please tell us your age:



   (ii) 
Your Gender: Female/Male



   (iii) Your Ethnicity: ………………………………………………………………………….

8. If you want to get involved, please give your contact details: 

   NAME………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

    TEL. NO: ………………………………………………………………………………….


   E-MAIL……………………………………………………………………………………….
The Community Action Team


Developing a Community-led Approach
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